











[Alpina B3 Biturbo]
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IT'SALL SO
EFFORTLESS

IT MAKES YOU
QUESTION WHETHER
THERE'S ANY NEED
FOR MORE THAN

SIX CYLINDERS’

1101

really distnguishes Alpina from BMW ‘runers’
goes far more than skin deep, Take the engine
in the B3, Ies made up of about one-third BMW
parts, one-third parts from BMW's suppliers, and
one-third parts from Alpina’s own suppliers that
BMW doesn’t use, Once completed, the engine is
sent to the relevant BMW factory for installation
in what will become a B3, joined by all the other
parts Alpina rourtes from its supplier chain.
Alpina has to go that excra mile wit

11s high
speed testing, too, After all, the B3 Birurbo 1s
legedly good for nearly 180mph and, of course,

a
some owners will want to go there. Nothing must
b left o chance. Alterations ro the front and rear
seen designed o significantly

aerodynamics have
reduce lift, especially approaching top speed.

\h, those words again. As we set off in convoy
the next morning, V-max isn't even on the
agenda. Just as promised, the B3 isn't the sort af
car that requires thrashing o wichin an inch of
Niirburgring Armco to make you feel good. It
doesn’t do instane gratification. But it does do
gradual gratification. And the longer vou drive it
the more it tightens its grip on your affections.

\lthough the steering loses a smid; if irs
artractively beefy weighting with increasing
speed, it's cager to translate the driver’s most
fleeting requesrts into precise action, Gentle, wrist-

generated steering inputs are faithfully answered
while feel 1s communicated in a fluent, uninhibiced
stream, On qust abour any given bend, cooling the

power draws the nose in to the apex, a brush of the
brakes with the ball of the toor restoring a more
neutral attitude. Everything feels nicely focused
and intmare. The meaty engine responses are
sharp without being edgy and without the fainrest
hint of nerves from the chassis,

And that a‘h;l-i\'i\:, fine-tuned o ©r thi rll‘..\r|l|\. i
miles by Andy Bovensiepen (himself a seasoned

saloon car racer), appears to have a many-layered

repertoire. Although the helm answers inpurs

alertly and accurately, it filters out the rigours of
bumpy or poorly surfaced roads with unerring

pose, Edges are rounded, ruts and holes softe
bumps desensirised. Even with the optional 19in
allovs there’s no jinking, no jarring. Subjectvely,

are beaunfully judged

ed,

contral and damping

Harshness — the kind associated with firm
suspension and watchstrap profile rubber — s very
well suppressed. More apparent is thar expensive
impression of taut suppleness that makes the
suspension’s indifference to mid-bend disturbances
all the maore sansfying,

I'he B3 15 a car of true responses and acutely
resolved feedback, of back-slapping torque and
urgently delivered rop-end power, of perfectly

spaced gear ratios and brilliantly smooth, shick
and swift shifts. Visually, it’s no M3. For the most
part, the claws are retracred. Alpina clearly has
an aesthetic house-style, but it can be amplhihed
or attenuared o suit personal o, indeed, marker
rastes. Apart from its 19in whee

4 |'IHLE ?\"‘Il]L‘“h.ﬂ.

unsubtle (delete In]ﬂ:ult boot E:.Id-__’l:lg, our black
B3 is more or less what the German marker wants
right now: low-key, maximum stealth. And almost
without exception, German customers choose

the standard 18in wheels for the improved ride
comfort. In Japan it’s different: those slightly old-
fashioned Alpina logos and go-faster stripes — bling

it on. Even in Q-car mode, though, the B3 Biturbo
coupe looks sexy. Broad of shoulder, subtly Auted,
lipped and spailered ar the extremiries.

It’s just enough for bored traffic jam prisoners



Lelt: BI surges past

1EOmph (unlke in the
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Right: B3 eng

cevelopment of the

fab 3-litre twin-turbe
straight-six from the
335i; Alpina finds an
extra 53bhp and 74lb ft
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AT on

way ahead
wraculously clears hike a2 strong w ..ll__-u-.:

| thunder cloud. From a bnsk
stle and rthe birurbo motor
s deep reserves of torque. And you

v a black-belhe

e, | floor the

hes imeo 1

can really feel them. No mere kick in the power
curve, this; it's more like opening the taps on a
dam. About 100 merres ahead in the E36 B3, Kris
15 sensing the mood and, | have o assume,
it th

TVINg

argin. All right, the pick-up probably

1sn't quite as scintillating a< it would be in the

high-revving, normally aspirated Audi RS4 or new

M3, but the

well knock ¢

ton if there's really any

more than six cylinders. I

lecepnve at f
engine seeming to lack the killer mstunct tha
Il'l,llll:* o L]lf,_' I"'IL'(1,|1I|| 1|| MmN l:‘lL' ]lfl_'1t'll‘€1l't I{II'
this 1 true broadband grunt, deep and fase-flowing,
The aurabahn 18 starting to curve away into a

gentle descent. Lifting it be a goad idea, bur

taking adh

given by the

K ]- "‘!l' Illllk

be enou

ast lick of pant on the & i '
ted 180mph 1 stare chinking
wakes, ar |

85 I'm fghnng the insunct w hift

1 not even sure the needle’s moving now

but just before | get hard or
lance down ar the dash: 189 ‘..;‘h Probably a true
h-|:|||l:“._ AcC -r.||-:_\,' to Kris. Worth the wait after
all, then. And 29mph faster than an M3

ALPINA B3 BITURBO

M Engine

M Location

M Displacement

W Bore x stroke

B Cylinder block
B Cylinder head

B Fuel and igraticn

W Max power
W Max torgque
B Transmission

B Front suspension
W Rear suspension
M Brakes

W Wheels
W Tyres

B Weight [kerb]

i M!-tu-m:qht
B D-42miph

B Top speed

B Basic price

W On sale

In-line &-cyl, biturbo
Front, lengitudinal
I9T%¢c

e

84 x B9.6mi

Al errir

MacPherson struts, coil springs,

gas dampers, anl
Multi=link, coil ¢

prings, gas
dampers, anti-roll bar

"a'ert:ej discs, 34Bmm front, 334mm
rear, ABS, CBC, DBC, EED

N 23




