[Alpina B3 Biturbo]



s X ‘ Fancy the V8 M3's performance but with a little
.« .. '+ morerefinement? Meet Alpina’s alternative:
» the new 355bhp six-cylinder B3 Biturbo ©
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FFunny the things that pop into your mind when
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ALPINA’S ENGINEERS HAVE MODIFIED THE ENGINE TO ACCEPT
A MAN-SIZED DOSE OF FORCED INDUCTION"

weekend’s Goodwood Festival of Speed) and, for
handy comparison and photographic tracking
purposes, a saloon version of the previous, E36-
zeneration B3 Kns had even worked out a route
for us: AG between Stuttgart and Frankfurt, up
past Kaiserslaurern and Saarbriicken, then on

0 the more scenic A62 /Al /A6D feeding into
southeast Belgium for an overnight stop in Spa
sefore nailing the final 230-or-so miles to Calais
the next morning.

No surprise that Kris is waiting patiently for us
i we finally tumble through the arrivals gate, or
that the small, fanily-run hotel round the corner
rom Alpina’s premises is a modese dehighr, And
narurally i's the new B3 thar hogs the conversation
wer dinner: Not just the obvious topics — 335bhp
werween 3500 and 6000rpm, 3691b it of torque
tom 3800 to S000rpm, 7000rpm rev limit, O

2mph in 4.9see, 177mph — but the defining

philosophy that leads Alpina to regard a twin
turbo 3-licre straight-six as a better answer to the
high-velociry 3-series customer's prayers than a
high-revving, normally-aspirated 4-litre V8,

The short answer revolves around the advanrages
thar can be wrought from the direct injection
technology of the 335i's engine. For more than a
year Alpina’s engineers — through countless hours
of development testing, both on the engine test
bench and on the road — modified and refined the
engine map to accepr a man-sized dose of forced
induction from the rtwo turbos. Phyvsically, the
regular pistons were shelved for more durable
Mahle replacements, permirting a maximum
boost pressure of 1.1 bar with a 941 compression
ratio, The resule® A massively broad powerband
more reminiscent of a large capacity V&' but with

ibove from left: Alpina leather superior to BMW's; badges are a delete option; completed Alpina engines are installed by BMW

the advantages of a much lighter and noticeably
thriftier 3-litre straight-six.

Alpina's penchant for automatics so responsive
even die-hard manual 'box advocares have been
known o cave in is served by the latest ZF six-
speeder which, as in B3s past, can be controlled
from the steering wheel — not by gleaming
aluminium paddles (which both Burkard and

Andy abhor) but tiny nodules located on the back
of the wheel's cross spokes, within casy reach of
index or middle fingers, What's new is the software
algorithms that allow high-rev downshifts while
braking from high speed into corners.

Not much chance to try thar on the back streers
through Bulchoe to the hotel but — oh, the woise
from the exhaust as it bounces off the houses, And
the tempration. The cabin environment makes
an impression, too; immediately impressive are
the quality of the leather (clearly a cur above
whart you'd normally encounter in a 3-series),
the exquisitely comlortable and suppornive sears,
the high-contrast colour scheme (basically you
can have whatever you want and taste 1sn't a
prerequisite), the superb double-sttched steering
wheel and the rather wonderful instruments with
their blue dial faces and red pointers

But these are just the instant visual Alpina cues.
\s the evening winds on, Kris explains thar what @



[Alpina B3 Biturbo]
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really distnguishes Alpina from BMW ‘runers’
goes far more than skin deep, Take the engine
in the B3, Ies made up of about one-third BMW
parts, one-third parts from BMW's suppliers, and
one-third parts from Alpina’s own suppliers that
BMW doesn’t use, Once completed, the engine is
sent to the relevant BMW factory for installation
in what will become a B3, joined by all the other
parts Alpina rourtes from its supplier chain.
Alpina has to go that excra mile wit

11s high
speed testing, too, After all, the B3 Birurbo 1s
legedly good for nearly 180mph and, of course,

a
some owners will want to go there. Nothing must
b left o chance. Alterations ro the front and rear
seen designed o significantly

aerodynamics have
reduce lift, especially approaching top speed.

\h, those words again. As we set off in convoy
the next morning, V-max isn't even on the
agenda. Just as promised, the B3 isn't the sort af
car that requires thrashing o wichin an inch of
Niirburgring Armco to make you feel good. It
doesn’t do instane gratification. But it does do
gradual gratification. And the longer vou drive it
the more it tightens its grip on your affections.

\lthough the steering loses a smid; if irs
artractively beefy weighting with increasing
speed, it's cager to translate the driver’s most
fleeting requesrts into precise action, Gentle, wrist-

generated steering inputs are faithfully answered
while feel 1s communicated in a fluent, uninhibiced
stream, On qust abour any given bend, cooling the

power draws the nose in to the apex, a brush of the
brakes with the ball of the toor restoring a more
neutral attitude. Everything feels nicely focused
and intmare. The meaty engine responses are
sharp without being edgy and without the fainrest
hint of nerves from the chassis,

And that a‘h;l-i\'i\:, fine-tuned o ©r thi rll‘..\r|l|\. i
miles by Andy Bovensiepen (himself a seasoned

saloon car racer), appears to have a many-layered

repertoire. Although the helm answers inpurs

alertly and accurately, it filters out the rigours of
bumpy or poorly surfaced roads with unerring

pose, Edges are rounded, ruts and holes softe
bumps desensirised. Even with the optional 19in
allovs there’s no jinking, no jarring. Subjectvely,

are beaunfully judged

ed,

contral and damping

Harshness — the kind associated with firm
suspension and watchstrap profile rubber — s very
well suppressed. More apparent is thar expensive
impression of taut suppleness that makes the
suspension’s indifference to mid-bend disturbances
all the maore sansfying,

I'he B3 15 a car of true responses and acutely
resolved feedback, of back-slapping torque and
urgently delivered rop-end power, of perfectly

spaced gear ratios and brilliantly smooth, shick
and swift shifts. Visually, it’s no M3. For the most
part, the claws are retracred. Alpina clearly has
an aesthetic house-style, but it can be amplhihed
or attenuared o suit personal o, indeed, marker
rastes. Apart from its 19in whee

4 |'IHLE ?\"‘Il]L‘“h.ﬂ.

unsubtle (delete In]ﬂ:ult boot E:.Id-__’l:lg, our black
B3 is more or less what the German marker wants
right now: low-key, maximum stealth. And almost
without exception, German customers choose

the standard 18in wheels for the improved ride
comfort. In Japan it’s different: those slightly old-
fashioned Alpina logos and go-faster stripes — bling

it on. Even in Q-car mode, though, the B3 Biturbo
coupe looks sexy. Broad of shoulder, subtly Auted,
lipped and spailered ar the extremiries.

It’s just enough for bored traffic jam prisoners



Lelt: BI surges past

1EOmph (unlke in the

M, ¢
Umiter @in the
Right: B3 eng

cevelopment of the

fab 3-litre twin-turbe
straight-six from the
335i; Alpina finds an
extra 53bhp and 74lb ft

¢ or 25 3 erit
AT on

way ahead
wraculously clears hike a2 strong w ..ll__-u-.:

| thunder cloud. From a bnsk
stle and rthe birurbo motor
s deep reserves of torque. And you

v a black-belhe

e, | floor the

hes imeo 1

can really feel them. No mere kick in the power
curve, this; it's more like opening the taps on a
dam. About 100 merres ahead in the E36 B3, Kris
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ALPINA B3 BITURBO

M Engine

M Location

M Displacement

W Bore x stroke

B Cylinder block
B Cylinder head

B Fuel and igraticn

W Max power
W Max torgque
B Transmission

B Front suspension
W Rear suspension
M Brakes

W Wheels
W Tyres

B Weight [kerb]

i M!-tu-m:qht
B D-42miph

B Top speed

B Basic price

W On sale

In-line &-cyl, biturbo
Front, lengitudinal
I9T%¢c

e

84 x B9.6mi

Al errir

MacPherson struts, coil springs,

gas dampers, anl
Multi=link, coil ¢

prings, gas
dampers, anti-roll bar

"a'ert:ej discs, 34Bmm front, 334mm
rear, ABS, CBC, DBC, EED
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